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The General Meeting will be May 9th at 7:00 at the STARS Field 
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Directors:
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Peter Seiffert, 2007-08 
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Volunteer Staff:

 

Jeff Wolsley, Propwash Editor 
Michael Graham, SYG Administrator 
Chuck LeVine, Webmaster 
Herb Moore, Field Committee 

   

The next STARS meeting will be May 9th, at 7:00.  As a reminder, the meeting is 
always the second Wednesday of the month. 

New Driveway and Benches

  

President's Perspective  

After being delayed by poor weather, our driveway 
project is well underway as I write this.  A new 
concrete apron is being poured and the rest re-graded 
and leveled.  The WiFi at the club house, along with 
a web cam showing part of the field, has been up and 
running for the last month and can be viewed at 
http://www.amadistrictiistars.org/webcam.html

   

The field committee has been active getting our 
equipment up and running, and getting the field in 
great shape for the start of the flying season.  The 
new park benches have been built, the garage door 
and part of the club house painted, and flight line 
fences rebuilt or replaced.        

Our first Helicopter Night was a washout, but the 
Pre-Flight Workshop looked great with nine fliers 
and 12 planes in attendance.  A special thanks to 
the STARS members who came out to help.  The 
Fixed Wing flight school will start on May 10th 

and we still are in need of additional flight 
instructors and support personnel.  

In addition, on April 25th the club was pleased to 
receive a memorial bench in honor of Bob Prugger. 
Bob was a long time member and a very active 
supporter of the club.  

Please remember that club dues are due and please 
renew your AMA Membership if you have not 
already done so.   Thanks and see you soon at the 
field.  

Chuck            

Secretary s Report:  

Please get your dues in.  The dues can be paid at the monthly STARS Meeting, or sent to the STARS 
Treasurer.  Remember, after January there is a 10.00/month late charge.  The current late fee is 40.00.  

If you can t make the meeting, send Your Dues to: Bob Rowe, 211 Sedgwick Drive, Syracuse, NY.  13203 

 

http://www.amadistrictiistars.org/webcam.html


The April 2012 STARS regular meeting was called to 
order at 7:00pm.  There were 10 Full members, 6 
Associate member, 0 youth members, and 1 guest in 
attendance.    

Secretary s Report:  The Secretary s Report from 
the March meeting was submitted.  Peter asked that 
the dates for the MoST under the Calendar of Events 
are checked for accuracy.  Thanks Peter for the 
reminder.  Motion to approve by Mike Graham and 
2nd by Dave Jewell. Carried.  

Treasurer s Report:  Bob Rowe  

Treasurer s Report from the March meeting was 
submitted.  There is still one open member unpaid.  
The Port-a-Potty for 2012 has been delivered and 
first installment paid.  Motion to approve by Mike 
Graham and 2nd by Dave Jewell.  Carried.  

Committee Reports:     

Field Committee:  Herb Moore  

The work party for April 21 has been cancelled.  Most of 
the work has already been completed.  Repairs need to be 
maid to the bridge across the ditch.  This is necessary to 
get the real mowers across.  

AMA:  Peter Seiffert, AMA District II, AVP  

Peter reported the FAA NPRM has been moved to July.  
We still need to be vigilant in our efforts to protect aero-
modeling despite the recent bill that was passed.  A new 
Director has been appointed to the FAA, so it s anybody s 
guess when and what will happen.  Please use the 
Government Relations button on the AMA website to 
contact our representatives in the event the NPRM 
contains any rules that will impede our ability to enjoy 
our hobby.  

Peter hopes that everyone has noticed the new Model 
Aviation layout.  The new layout has larger text, full 
color, and more features.  

The MoST program is in full swing.  The next 
presentation is May 5th, 140:30-3:00.  Please volunteer.  
Again, the presentation is the first Saturday of the month.  
The CNY Rocket Team Challenge is June 6th at Skytop..  
There will be 200 balsa gliders and Park Pilot magazines 
given away.  Please contact Peter to volunteer 
pseiffe1@twcny.rr.com.  

Safety Report:   Peter Seiffert  

Peter thanked Ralph Goldstrum for his input on the 
throttle hold for the Spectrum radios.  The suggested hold 
was tested and DOES NOT

 

work on the DX6 radio.  So 
only the DX7 version does work.  The use of an 
ARMING SWITCH is completely independent of any 
type of radio equipment.  See the SAFETY Report below 
for a schematic of an arming circuit/switch.  

Flight School:  Bob Rowe  

April 24th is the first night of Heli flight school.  April 
26th is the Fixed Wing pre-flight check out at Walt s.  
May 10th is the first night of Fixed Wing.    

Volunteer pilot instructors are needed 4 to 6 for both 
schools.  

Jim Coleman is cooking again for the schools.  

STARS Web Site:  Chuck LeVine  

Please check out the STARS site.  The webcam is up 
and running- http://www.amadistrictiistars.org/

 

http://www.amadistrictiistars.org/webcam.html

  

Long Range Planning:

  

The WiFi project has been completed. 
The webcam is now up and running. 
The Clubhouse electrical has been upgraded with 
new GFCI outlets.  

The benches and the entry/driveway/parking area 
projects are getting underway shortly.  

Old Business:  

Volunteers are needed for the Building Group.  These 
volunteers will be responsible to collect and return the 
bottles and cans collected at the field.  The deposit 
money will be returned to the STARS Treasury.  

Heli Jam: 
The event is on for June 30th.  Volunteers are needed for 
the event.  Please see/contact Chuck LeVine for an event 
assignment.  

STARS Hats:  Bob Rowe  

Bob has more hats!  The price is $ 15.00  

Club Shirts:  Bob Rowe  

Please see/contact Bob if you are interested in a STARS 
shirt.  These are available in a couple of styles with the 
STARS logo embroidered on it.  The price varies from 
10.00-40.00 dollars.  These are nice shirts.  

New Business:  

New Members:  

Mark Koster from Oswego has been confirmed as 
an Associate member.  Mark is sponsored by Herb 
Moore.  Motion to accept by Dave Jewell and 2nd by 
Bill Orr.  

Adjournment:    

The April regular monthly meeting of the STARS 
was adjourned at 7:32 pm.  

Secretary, Jeff Wolsley 

http://www.amadistrictiistars.org/
http://www.amadistrictiistars.org/webcam.html


Safety Officer Report: Peter Seiffert    
Peter forwarded me the following on throttle arming for the Spektrum brand radios.  This is to 
further help with electric aircraft safety by preventing accidental throttle stick arming.  This 
information is courtesy of RCGroups.com    

  100amp= 10ga wire 
  80amp= 12ga wire 
  50amp= 14ga wire  

Arming plugs are 
commercially available, or it 
is possible to make your 
own.  Dean s plugs or 
Anderson Power Pole (APP) 
plugs are good choices.  The 
APP s are available now in 
several different sizes for 
different amperage 
requirements.  APP also 
makes shunt plugs that can 
be used as arming switches 
for higher amperages.  

Safety is everyone's concern! 
Peter Seiffert, Safety Officer  

After The Meeting

  

Herb Ziegler- Engine Repair 

Herb did a terrific job explaining the engine 
rebuild process as well as defining different 
aspects of engine types available between 2 
and 4 stroke versions.  

2 STROKE- 
Plain bearing 
Ball Bearing 

 

Typically has a better power to weight 
ratio than a 4 stroke. 

 

Positive lubrication through fuel 
consumption. 

 

Tuned exhaust pipe uses sound waves to 
ram escaped exhaust gas laden with 
unburned fuel back into cylinder for a 
stronger compression/power stroke.  

4 STROKE 
Conventional valve- push rods 
Rotary valve- lubricated by exhaust pressure  

YS- Supercharged- Fuel system pressurized to 
9psi.  This allows the fuel tank to be 
positioned anywhere.  Popular among pattern 
flyers because the fuel tank can be located 

right at the CG.  Difference in fuel weight over 
duration of flight does not affect the aircraft CG 
position.  

4 stroke motors offer more torque with less fuel 
consumption than 2 stroke.  

Lubrication is not as good as in a 2 stroke motor.   
The lower cam is lubricated by what leaks by the 
o-rings.  Recommended manually lubricate 
through the crankcase vent.  The valve train in the 
head is also light on lubrication.  These should be 
manually lubricated on occasion.  

IMPORTANT!  When new, follow the 
manufacturers break in specifications to the letter.  
The bearings will need to be pre-lubed with after-
run oil before the first run.  

IMPORTANT!  YS and OS motors require a 
special after-run oil.  The seals used in these 
motors are prone to attack from standard after-run 
oils.  

Heli motors need additional lubrication because of 
the way they are mounted.  On some motors, it is 



possible to lubricate the motor through the 
crank case vent.  Other motors have a 
provision in the rear cover casting to add a 
fuel line fitting to the crank case to make it 
easier to manually lubricate the motor.  

Ball Bearings are susceptible to rust.  The 
default material for ball bearings is carbon 
steel.  The alcohol in the fuel attracts 
moisture.  The nitro methane in the fuel is 
corrosive.  After-run oil is a must to keep the 
bearing properly protected from rust.  

Stainless Steel bearings are a good alternative, 
but the materials are not quite as hard as a 
carbon steel bearing.  These can be more 
easily damaged from hard impact.  

Ceramic Bearings don t offer much of an 
advantage over either carbon or stainless.  The 
balls and race are the only ceramic parts.  

Plain Bearings or sleeve type are inexpensive.  
Motors with plain bearings are not as high 
revving as ball bearing motors. More suited 
for slow flying aircraft.  Provides a smoother 
transition from idle to full power thank a ball 
bearing engine.  Not as susceptible to rust 
damage.  

Glow Plugs-  Hot= Sooner ignition   
Cold= Later ignition  

4 stroke motors typically require a hotter plug 
than a 2 stroke motor.  The wrong 
combination of glow plug/fuel/and 
compression can lead to serious problems.  If 
you hear the sound of frying eggs from your 
motor, immediately stop.  Some motor 
manufacturers include an extra head gasket 
that can be used to decrease compression.  

Fuel oil- Castor oil 
Synthetic oil 

Follow the motor manufacturer s 
recommendation.  Some smaller motors like 
1/2A require castor oil only.  

Cylinder Types-  

ABC- Aluminum/Brass/Chrome plated 
Different break-in required than a 
ringed engine.  

ABC requires a hot break-in  
Ringed requires a cold break-in  

ABN- Nickel plated  

ABL- 2 layers of nickel 
One layer soft and one layer hard- 
helps prevent pealing cylinder liner.   

AAC- Aluminum Piston   
Aluminum Bore   
Chrome Plated 
Runs cooler, lighter, but possible to 
peal chrome off.  

Dykes ring tension on compression only 
and relaxes on the up stroke.  

Lapped engine- the cylinder and piston are 
lapped together for a precision fit.  

Motor Assembly tips-  

Ringed motors have a detent built into the 
piston ring groove to align the ring properly 
so the ring ends don t fall into the ports.  

Winter Storage tips-  

Pump out any remaining fuel from the tank.  
Run it dry.  

Use a generous amount of after-run oil and 
make sure that all motor internals are 
coated.  Placing the motor in a nose down 
attitude will help lubricate the forward shaft 
bearing.  Placing the motor with the head 
down will help get oil to the wrist pin in the 
piston and connecting rod.  

Disconnect fuel lines from the motor.  Plug 
the carburetor and exhaust.  

Spring re-start-  

Check fuel tank, lines, and connections for 
splits or cracks.  Make sure the tank clunk 
is free.  Reconnect to motor.  

Fuel will go bad over time, even one 
winter.  Try not to store fuel.  

If the engine operates differently, don t 
hesitate to change the glow plug.   

Thanks Herb, for a very informative 
evening.        



 
WANTED: 

Herb Moore is looking for another person for field mowing.  Please contact Herb if 
you would like to volunteer for this position.  hmoore@dreamscape.com

  
Calendar of Events for March-April (and beyond) Events: Editor s Note- Also watch your e-mail for sudden 
changes to events like cancellations or re-scheduling due to weather.  

April 21 STARS Spring Work Party  04/28 rain 
date. 

Apr. 21-22 Plattsburgh aero modelers, Inc Mall 
Show Champlain Center Mall Plattsburgh, 
N.Y. 

April 24  STARS Helicopter Flight School Begins 
April 26  STARS Pre-Flight Check at Walt s 
May 5    Swap Meet  Watervliet Wind Warriors 
               4th Annual Watervliet Dome

 

May 20   Seaway Valley Modelaires Massena, N.Y. 
June 2  Team Rocket Launch Challenge 
June 21-24 IMAA Giant Scale IMAA Rally 
Chenango Bridge Airport  Chenango Bridge, N.Y.  

June 30  STARS Heli JAM  
July 28  Mountain R/C Modelers Annual Fly In- Old 

Forge, NY.  

Look for updates to indoor flying schedules!  

Indoor helicopter flying at Walt s is open again for the 
2011-2012 season.   Wednesday and Thursday, 5:30 to 
close. 
For any additional information contact Walt's Hobby 
453-2291 
Indoor flying at the Oswego YMCA Armory- No 
flying at the Armory for 2012

Flight Schools- 2012 STARS Flight Schools start on April 24 with the Helicopter Flight 
School.  Pre-Flight fixed wing check is April 26 at Walt s 
MOST Volunteer Schedule- Please contact Peter Seiffert to volunteer.  The MoST program 
is up and running.  Next date is May 5th.  
Please visit the AMA DistrictII website or the Event Section in the back of Model Aviation for additional information on these and other 

events. 

Advertisements:  
FOR SALE:   

Blade SR helicopter with 3 batteries for $250.00.  Contact Brian Maestri 315-391-3675 p.maestri@gmail.com

  

If you want to list modeling items for sale, R/C services offered, or a really neat R/C  web site, this would be a good 
spot.  Free for members.  Send your advertisement by e-mail to jwolsley@ix.netcom.com.  Please put STARS 
ADVERTISEMENT in the subject line.  

Links-  
A REALLY COOL WEBSITE- Thanks to Rick Colvin for 
pointing this out at the June 2009 meeting- For those of you who 
ever wanted to learn how to make a fiberglass plug and molds, this 
is the guy to check out.  Even if the plane in the project doesn t 
interest you, the education from the process may.   Bob Moore (B1 
Bob) takes you through each process step by step.  If the YouTube 
hyperlink doesn t work, copy the following URL into your browser line and 
click go.  It s up to almost 2000 videos now.  Bob is completing 10 kits for 
his successfully flown and now proven F-105 on spec to help fund the B-1 
project.  Five kits have been sold.   Bob recently sold a 2nd ready to fly 
Thud.  The original B-1 is for sale on RC Universe.  Bob will be starting on 
the improved B-1 shortly.  How To Build A B-1 Bomber 10 Minutes At a 
Time http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HqTKJU6PlkA&feature=channel_page

 

This is the link to the web site- http://www.b1modelproject.com/

   

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HqTKJU6PlkA&feature=channel_page
http://www.b1modelproject.com/


 
Tom Catalino pointed out this site recently.  An excellent site for Lipo battery info-  
http://sites.google.com/site/tjinguytech/charging-how-tos/balance-connectors

  
Peter Seiffert sent along the following web site- www.servodatabase.com/servos/all

  
Mike Graham has a torque conversion chart-    

Arming Switch Information-  

AMP D- Arming The Big Boys, by Greg Covey November 2007 
http://www.rcuniverse.com/magazine/article_display.cfm?article_id=950

  

RunRyder- How To Make A Spark Arrestor for an ESC by Lucien Miller http://www.helifreak.com/archive/index.php/t-289393.html

 

look down to the post from gbidwell from 4-24-2011 0601am. That s the exact article that I have from RunRyder. 
Note- Many of the newer ESC s have a built in spark arrestor.  If you still see and hear the spark, this is a good idea to save the 
plugs.  

The Link for the AMA is: 
http://www.modelaircraft.org/

  

The link for the AMA DII Calendar is:  
http://www.amadistrictii.org/amajoom/index.php?option=com_events&Itemid=56&task=view_month&month=3&year=2012

  

The link for the club yahoo users group is: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/stars_club_members/

  

(Don t forget to sign in)  

The link for the STARS club home page at DII is 
http://www.amadistrictiistars.org/

  

The link for the STARS club web cam is: 
http://www.amadistrictiistars.org/webcam.html

   

The Propwash News Letter is also available at YAHOO GROUPS.  The current news letter and previous 
years/months are viewable and printable from there.  

Please contact Mike Graham tanjmg82@aol.com to join the STARS Yahoo group.  Send Mike an email asking 
to join from your preferred email account.  Mike will then reply with an invite to join the group.  The invitation 
contains the links and instructions necessary to join.  

Servo Torque 
Conversion Chart.pdf

http://sites.google.com/site/tjinguytech/charging-how-tos/balance-connectors
http://www.servodatabase.com/servos/all
http://www.rcuniverse.com/magazine/article_display.cfm?article_id=950
http://www.helifreak.com/archive/index.php/t-289393.html
http://www.amadistrictii.org/amajoom/index.php?option=com_events&Itemid=56&task=view_month&month=3&year=2012
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/stars_club_members/
http://www.amadistrictiistars.org/
http://www.amadistrictiistars.org/webcam.html


 

STARS Field Satellite photo               



  



   



PILOT REGISTRATION FORM 
R/C Helicopter Fun Fly 

June 30, 2012  10AM Until ? 

S.T.A.R.S. Field  649 County Route 12, Pennellville,NY 13132 

Pilot Name:                                                                                                 

Address: 

AMA #: 

E-Mail:                                       Phone: 

Pre Registration Fee $10.00 due by 6/9/12  (This is to reserve a shirt) 

Registration at field: $15.00 

Official T Shirt :___ LG,___XL,___XXL,___3XL (One per pilot) 

Total: _______  Make check or money order payable to S.T.A.R.S.. Please don t send cash! Please print this form 
and mail check or money order to: 

S.T.A.R.S. 
c/o Chuck LeVine 

785 Fyler Rd. Lot 50 
Kirkville, NY 13082  

Will you need an overnight camping space? We have space for a few, NO HOOKUPS . Let us know. 

S.T.A.R.S. 
c/o Chuck LeVine 
785 Fyler Rd. Lot 50 
Kirkville, NY 13082 

N43.23696, W76.24550  



 

Hotels Nearby: 
(These are located approx 2 miles south of the field at Rte 31 and Rte 481) 

Fairfield Inn 
3979 State Route 31, Liverpool, NY 

315-622-2576  

Hampton Inn Syracuse Clay 
3948 State Route 31, Liverpool, NY 

Website | 315-622-3443         



 



    
Presents the 11th Annual 

 

Saturday July 28, 2012 9am-4pm 

 

315-559-8826 



 



STARS CLUB RULES

  



                      

Plane Propwash
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